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It is most gratifying to  share this  publication, an  outcome of the course 

ADVANCED PREP  which took place at ABA Aflitos Headquarters and at 

Boa Viagem in 2019.

The course was designed for young adults who had reached an 

advanced proficiency level in English and who were interested in enhancing 

their written competence by discussing  relevant global issues and expressing 

their  views in  writing. In that participatory experience learning was carried 

out in small groups, typically pairs of students, under teacher supervision.

The essays reflect a tripartite organization: 

(I) Human Rights issues (Peace, feminism, refugees) 

(II) Health issues (Longevity, HIV, Malnutrition) 

(III) Environmental issues (Climate, Water, world population)

We hope the many authors’ insights and critical views will be beneficial 

to participants in such course as well as to educators who share ABA’s 

belief that  there may be language learning concurrently with development 

of  global citizenship compentence.

Before closing, let me congratulate the creative participants in this 

pioneering  initiative

and to say that I look forward to subsequent issues. In the tradition of 

human linguistic rights, contributors’ texts are presented as originally crafted, 

thus ensuring authors of the right to have their written English recognized 

and published authentically.

Francisco Gomes de Matos, president, 
Board of ABA Global Education

Foreword





Globalization has been intensified in the last 
decade as the communication system expands 
through social networks, faster and broader 
internet access, and the development of e-learning 
platforms. The transnationalization of businesses 
was remarkable, very much like the merger that 
created mega-corporations with budget investment.

Some nations advanced in transnational, 
commercial agreements. There has been an 
expansion of the processes of innovation, 
production, sales, and distribution of many 
companies to many countries. Environmental 
causes have increasingly become the focus of 
global debates. The global information system 
has been widened and perfected, and has made 
it possible to compare the performance of nations 
through various indicators. 

The result was a great social, political, and 
economic change that had an impact on personal 
relationships and commercial transactions, with 
regard to extension, intensity, speed, and influence. 
Circulation of ideas, people, goods, and capital 
around the world was expedited. International 
networks of activities, knowledge, and power 
were created. To understand globalization, its 
foundations, and implications is key to recognize 
and respond to the pressures that stem from the 
business world and of the competitiveness among 
nations. This process resulted in a significant 
increase in global competitiveness. The countries’ 
global competitiveness is assessed by the World 
Economic Forum. 

Education must be a top priority in any country. 
Nevertheless, actions in that regard should include 
simultaneously a radical improvement of the 
elementary through higher education system and 
the creation of a system that prepares the students 
to be innovators and globally competent. This means 
that the individual must have the competencies and 
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skills to understand and act upon questions from 
a global perspective, interacting with people from 
various countries.

These people are conscientious, curious, know 
how to ask intelligent questions, and are motivated 
to learn about the world and how it works. These 
are individuals with a global mindset that help to 
influence groups, organizations, and systems that 
are different from their own, acting with adequate 
behavior in multicultural contexts. They can retain 
their cultural identity but are simultaneously aware 
of the cultural values and beliefs of people around 
them. They examine the origins and implications of 
others and their own assumptions.

The student prepares to be globally competent 
through a process that subsumes investigating the 
world, analyzing scenarios, communicating ideas 
to various audiences, and act by turning ideas into 
adequate actions to enhance the current status 
and solve the problem in perspective. In order for 
the students to develop these activities effectively, 
they need to develop 21st Century skills and have 
a command of foreign languages, primarily English. 
This way, they will be able to question attitudes, 
seek better practices and world references through 
participation in global networks of knowledge. They 
will be ready and willing to take informed, reflective 
action and will engage to improve living conditions 
in one´s own communities and beyond the borders. 

May this Introduction help open the windows  
which will enable readers to see and enjoy the 
landscape of globalizing ideas presented by the 
authors in this inaugural issue.  
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  Around 70% of the world is being seriously 
threatened by human actions, that are causing a lot 
of damage to the water. The world under the seas 
and rivers has faced the consequences, caused 
specially by pollution, due to our irresponsibility. The 
following essay shows the relevance of this issue.

      First of all, the water itself has been damaged 
in the last decades. In terms of water contamination, 
a very important cause is the chemical waste 
dropping. Many peope don´t know that the most 
cmmom trash  is so harzardous to the envionment, 
such as: aerossol sprays, eletronic waste (e-waste), 
batteries  and soon.

       Second, oil spills from ships pollute seas and 
rivers because of the petroleum transportation and 
the industrial activity. Without strick legislation , we 
will continue see calamities   here and there about 
disaster  like the  oil spills in the northeast of  Brazil 
this year, for example.

      Furthermore, we still have problems with 
the water distribution. According to the WHO 
(World Health Organization), 29% of the World’s 
inhabitants don’t have access to sanitation.

All these issues affect, directly the life below 
water. Coral reefs and turtles have been harmed 
by  plastic and other threatening materials  thrown 
into the sea by us. As a consequence, these 
animals are dying. As well as that,  industries also 
drop mercury in the water, contaminating fish. In 
addition, they could contaminate humans, because 
of the ingestion of the fish.

      As a result of all contamination, people are 
getting ill. Research has shown that about 80% 
of the diseases from undeveloped countries are 
caused by the contaminated water.

       It is known that the water is most part of the 
world, so that is why we need to take care of that 
supply of life. In conclusion, it is necessary to keep 
the rivers and seas clean by discarding the trash in 
an adequate way and reducing  it. Along with, we 

also need to reduce the number of pesticides and 
reduce consumption of water in general. Obviously, 
by taking right actions , we will  focus  on providing 
water to those who need, save  the oceans and 
avoiding taking risk of everybody running out of 
water.

Clean water and sanitation
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 Caio Monteiro Peixoto,                                                              

Eunice Joana Santos Silvino do 
Nascimento and                                                          

Guilherme Lopes Pereira

Once Jacques Yves Cousteau said: 
“We forget that the water cycle 
and life cycle are one.”But, have 

we learned  the lesson ?!
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  Undoubtedly, the ones who cause more land 
pollution are we, humans. As a consequence, we 
are also the ones responsible for protecting the 
land and solving  the problem. Land pollution is the 
destruction and contamination of the land. throught 
direct and indirect actions of humans.

     There are six factors that contribute more than 
others. Deforestation and soil erosion, agricultural 
chemicals, industrialization, mining, landfills, 
human sewage.

     All these factors have terrible effect on nature 
like water nutrient enrichment that depending on 
the chemicals which  were improperly disposed, 
they could end up in the ground water , rivers and 
lakes. These chemicals are frequently used on 
farms and only a small portion end up benefiting 
the crops. The rest usually ends in water that is 
populated by animals like fish and other lifeforms. 
These chemicals saps  a big part of the oxygen in 
the water, consequently the water becomes unable 
to support most life forms and even being harmful 
to humans.

     Continuing on the crops, the use of fertilizer 
and pesticides are very common, as a result, the 
topsoil’s composition becomes altered and more 
susceptible to harmful fungus species and begins 
to erode.

     With all these problems, animals are forced 
to move to find shelter and food. This changing of 
places  even kills a lot of these animals, for that 
reason , many species nowadays are at a greater 
risk of extinction.

     Some pollutants in the soil creates dry 
conditions that  creates the perfect environment for 
wildfires. And these fires grow quickly because of 
the dry conditions and widening area of polluted 
land. Recently, the case of fires in the Amazon has 
generated great repercussions not only in Brazil but 
worldwide, and is a great example of the problem of 
burning forests.

     After talking so much about the effect that land 
pollution have on the nature and the animals, let’s 
talk about the effect that land pollution have on us, 
humans. As you can imagine, the impacts of land 
pollution is not limited just to the earth and animals. 
Humans also experience negative consequences 
that influence in quality of life and health. Problems 
like: birth defects, the development of breathing 
disorders, skins diseases and even cancer have 
been associated with pollution. Most of  people  
develop after exposure to waste from water 
poisoning and soils contamination. Land pollution 
has also been linked to developmental deficits in 
children. Chemicals that are commonly found in 
contaminated soils and water, such as lead, can 
impact a child’s cognitive development even if the 
exposure is very low.

   To fight against land contamination there are  
many possible solutions, such as: conservation. 
Conservation focuses on preserving natural 
resources. The efforts to conserve resources can 
start with utilizing sustainable practices. Other 
solutions include: proper waste disposal; recycling 
materials; reducing the usage of non-biodegradable 
materials; and organic gardening.

     In conclusion, we´ve  learnt that land pollution 
not only affects nature and animals but  also have 
terrible consequences on humans, and simple 
actions like recycling, or reducing the use of non-
biodegradable material makes a big difference. 
Land pollution must be combated everyday. Fighting 
against land pollution it’s not only good for us, but 
for our home planet, too!.

Land Pollution
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  The human race has been trying to find ways 
to facilitate the civilized life since the beginning of 
times. However, technologies and politics adopted 
by man have contributed to several problems that 
affects cities and nature. Since it is a moral and 
ethical obligation to people, as a society, we have 
to find ways to balance development of the cities 
with the sustainability of the world.

First, it is important to emphasize how the 
pollution from the cities, caused by the industries 
and cars are bad and unhealthy to environment and 
to people.  It  causes serious breathing problems, 
besides it contributes to global warming that again 
affects the habitants of the planet, where animals  
and trees are included as well.

In second plan, it is important to highlight 
problems related to the basic sanitation and 
how bad it affects humans and nature ́s healthy. 
According to the Federal Constitution  of Brazil, the 
government has the obligation to provide sewer 
and  potable water. Althought  it is beautifully 
written , it is not what we  see in many  cities  in 
Brazil, specially  in the countryside where not even 
restrooms are found inside the houses.   As well 
as that,  according to World Healthy Organization 
(WHO) 2 Billion people in the world still do not 
have basic sanitation, and this causes the most 
common diseases , such as :   cholera, diarrhoea, 
dysentery,hepatites A, among others .It should be 
noted that it is not only an issue  to be sorted out  in 
Brazil, but  also in many other countries, too.

In third plan the Energy that society consumes 
are most from oil combustion which isn’t sustainable 
and contributes to climatic problems that just keep 
growing. New technologies already helped to 
develop new sources, just like the heolic, hydro and 
geothermal  energies. This way, I do believe that 
it should be government concern to apply it and 
spread away campaigns to discourage energy that 
isn’t green.

Thus, ideas like “Sponge Cities”, that reuse 
natural resources and reduce impacts have

 been elaborated. Therefore, society as general 
should be together to solve all the problems 
presented and developed new sustainable solutions 
not only to  facilitate the life in the cities, but also to 
contribute to the future of the Earth and the next 
generations.

The balance between 
sustainability and development

AEPREP 2 O 62 
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Pietra Guimarães Buarque                                                                                               
and Maria Luiza Souza Oliveira Senna
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  Humans have been impacting the environment, 
through various actions, since their beginning in 
order to attend to their needs. Unfortunately, some 
of these activities are causing changes in how 
nature works. As a result, global weather patterns 
are changing and there are greater risks of natural 
disasters.

During the Industrial Revolution, CO2 emissions 
reached drastic levels, caused, mainly, by the fossil 
fuel combustion. The concentration of this green-
house gas has increased more and more over the 
years and there’s no doubt it can influence the 
temperature of our planet. Fossil fuels have been 
the most important energy matrix, providing a big 
part of the energy required to propel our cars and 
keep the lights on in our homes. Disastrously, now 
we’re paying the price. Burning fossil fuels has 
exacted an enormous toll on both humanity and 
the environment. This is evident from air and water 
pollution to global warming.

 Furthermore, deforestation has also contributed 
to global warming. Many forests have been cleared 
to make way for big cities and agricultural areas. 
As a result of this, glaciers have shrunk, ice on 
rivers, lakes and oceans is breaking up earlier than 
usual and plants and animals such as the Emperor 
Penguin, Ringed Seal and Beluga are at risk of 
extinction. Those species are, usually, susceptible 
to climate change, and their populations can be 
decimated by even slight warming trends. This 
emphasizes a critical situation that needs actions.

 Addressing climate change will require many 
solutions- there’s no magic bullet. Yet nearly, all of 
these solutions exist today. The required changes 
involves technologies, behaviors that encourage 
sustainable development, in other words less waste 
and smart use of our resources. For example, 
improvements to energy efficiency and vehicle 
fuel economy, increases in wind and solar power, 
biofuels from organic wastes and protecting forests 
contribute to reduce the amount of carbon dioxide 
and other gases heat on the planet.

Human impact on the 
environment

AEPREP 2 I 1
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  Poverty is a global and social issue that has 
been getting stronger and stronger since the 
industrial revolution and the introduction of the 
capitalism system in the whole world. Nowadays, 
with the increase of globalization, penuriousness 
has reached it’s highest levels.

Without a doubt, poverty is one of the biggest 
issues that almost every country in the world has 
to deal with. According to the UN, about 3,4 billion 
people struggle to earn enough money to deal with 
basic needs; unbelievably this is equal to almost 50 
percent of the global population.

 Of the 28 poorest countries in the world, 27 are 
in Africa. Most of the people in these countries have 
to survive earning less than 1.25 dollars a day. With 
this in mind, one can presume that these people are 
living in subhuman conditions, without even a place 
to sleep and having no access to basic necessities, 
such as water or food.

Nowadays, global enterprises exist all over 
the world earning money at the expense of the 
poor people. As a consequence, this leads to the 
continuous growth of  inequality. There is no doubt 
that rich people are getting richer, and poor people 
are getting poorer.

Summarizing, it is evident that people need to 
be conscious about the existence of poverty and 
not just simply ignore it. Helping someone in need 
can make all the difference. Moreover, projects 
like The United Nations need to be financially 
encouraged by countries all over the world. Only 
with the engagement of all the nations and people 
in the world, can we help to minimize poverty and 
move on to a more equal global society.

Poverty: a global and social issue
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  Prejudice implies a preconceived and 
unreasonable judgment on opinion about  someone 
else’s lives. In fact, there are many types of 
prejudices and innumerous ways they can manifest. 

A prejudice that is very common in the history 
of humanity and, unfortunately, is still happening 
nowadays is sexism. As everybody knows sexism is 
a discrimination based on sex or gender, especially 
against women and girls. It can be conscious or 
unconscious. However, It can also affect men and 
boys, but, regrettably, it is usually focused on the 
belief that men are superior to women. 

Furthermore, only in the 20th century women 
started to have their rights recognized. It was 
only after a hard fight and strong resistance, that 
women started to have a voice in the society. The 
word “sexism” became widely known during the 
“Women’s Liberation Movement” of the 1960s. It 
was shaped on the Civil Rights Movement’s term 
racism, that is defined by prejudice or discrimination 
based on race. 

 The concept of sexism was firstly formulated to 
raise consciousness about the oppression of girls, 
and especially , female adults. Although by the 
early 21st century it was expanded to include all 
kinds of oppression against any sex.

Women can also collaborate to their own 
oppression if they accept the basic premises of 
sexism: that men have more power than women 
because they deserve more power than women. 
The opposite would only be possible in a system in 
which the balance of social, political and economy 
was measurably in the hands of women, a situation 
which does not exist today.

Sexism has been an issue that has affected 
the society for a very long time and unfortunately 
it slows down the constant growth of the society. 
Overall, sexism should be extinguished taking 
in consideration that both genders should be 
presented with the same opportunities and rights, 
no matter what.

Prejudices Sexism
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  Global issues are classified in global 
envirormental  issues, economic issues and global 
catastrophic risks. It is about  this last risk that I 
want to write.

Artificial general intelligence

The AIs aren’t just a sci-fi thing, they are a 
real risk and the computers just  keep evolving. 
Nowadays, some Als already exist so it is a matter 
of  time until the artificial intelligence overcomes the 
human intelligence. At the moment the humanity 
rules in the world because we are more intelligent 
than the animals, but what happens if the computers  
become more intelligent than us and try to rebel.

Gray goo (molecular nanotechnology)

Turing back to the sci-fi scenario, another risk 
is the Gray goo.  Imagine a nanorobot that can 
build another of itself by manipulating molecules. 
How much time will it take for this robot to destroy 
the world? That is the gray goo, a scenario that the 
nano technology evolved so much that a bug or a 
programming error could cause this apocalypse.

Biotechnology 

Today the biotechnology saves lots of lives by 
researching and creating new viruses, bacteria, 
poisons and vaccines. Just  imagine if there was 
a leak in one laboratory or if a terrorist stole one 
of the research materials, we would have a super 
disease or mortal gas loose in the world, ready to 
exterminate  life.

Nuclear holocaust

This is probably the most likely to destroy the 
world. In fact the world was almost destroyed by 
a nuclear war in 1962 during the Cuban missile 
crisis. The Soviet Union. wanted to install nuclear-
armed missiles in Cuba but, John F. Kennedy, the 
president of the US said that if they continued with 

The price of the progress

AEPREP 2 I 1 
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this plan he would order a nuclear attack. However 
disaster was avoided when the U.S. agreed to 
Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev’s offer to remove 
the Cuban missiles in exchange for the U.S. 
promising not to invade Cuba. The biggest problem 
of the nuclear weapons is not only the destruction 
but the aftermath, including firestorms, a nuclear 
winter, widespread radiation sickness and the loss 
of all the technology due to electromagnetic pulses, 
causing the collapse of civilization.
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  Homophobia is a range of negative attitudes 
against the LGBTQ+ community. Most of 
homophobic acts (not only physical, but also 
psychological) are based on religious beliefs and 
ignorance. The common belief that being the way 
you are is considered something wrong is  just like 
poison. It kills you slowly. That’s why homophobia 
needs to end. 

Some people say “well, that’s just my opinion. I 
don’t have to like every kind of person”. Undoubtedly, 
nobody does. However, all kinds of prejudice cannot 
be considered an opinion, since it deeply hurts the 
person who is suffering. An opinion doesn’t hurt, 
while homophobia can kill. It is one of the biggest 
problems in our society and it affects the whole 
world. 

In Brazil, one homosexual dies every 23 hours, 
which means that we live in the country that is in the 
first place of homophobic murders. It is completely 
unfair to even think that some people have to live 
in constant danger and fear, just because of who 
they love. 

Summing up, all human beings are supposed 
to have the right to love. Homophobia is against 
human rights, since we all have the right to live and 
express ourselves. It’s always good to remember: 
because of love they kill, but with love we heal.

The right to love

AEPREP 2 I 1 
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  A long time ago, since the beginning, wars 
and conflicts started throughout the whole world. 
At prehistoric times, primates fought to keep their 
food. In Ancient Greece, Spartans fought to conquer 
other territories. In the XX century, the whole world 
collapsed with the World Wars. Nowadays, those 
kind of conflicts are still common, motivated by a 
thirst for power and money. As a consequence of all 
this greed, thousands of people are left without a 
home, without their cultures and their families. 

 According to United Nations researches, 
about 80% of refugees live in countries neighboring 
their countries of origin. Most of them are victims 
of political and democratic issues, like dictatorships 
and revolutions. As an example, we can name the 
98 thousands of Venezuelan refugees living in 
Brazil, a result of the largest refugee crisis in the 
Americas.

Also according to United Nations researches, 
only in the first semester of 2017 1.3 million Syrians 
needed to leave Syria behind because of a war that 
started with protests against the government, due 
to corruption allegations, followed by an extremely 
violent repression. 

 Another example that had huge worldwide 
repercussions some years ago was the Mexican 
refugee crisis. Thousands of Mexican immigrants, 
trying to escape the economic crisis that happened 
in their country, were detained at the border of 
USA and Mexico, as a consequence of politics and 
politicians that aim to provide economic growth to 
their country but leave aside humanitarian issues.   

But with all of this going on, we can ask ourselves: 
is refugees’ crisis really a political issue, where 
economic growth should be put first? Isn’t it more 
important to provide these people with adequate 
living conditions? 

Refugees: a political or 
human issue?

AEPREP 2 L1
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Kreimer

For me, material goods and economies shouldn’t 
be considered a priority when compared to human 
living conditions. We should be more emphatic, 
put ourselves in the shoes of others. The world 
should have inclusion politics, that encourage the 
acceptance of immigrants, and not politics that fight 
to keep them away, suffering from the damage from 
wars and conflicts in their home countries.

And associated to these politics that refuse to 
welcome refugees is the concept of xenophobia. 
It is considered xenophobia any way of violence, 
physical or psychological, based on differences, 
like geographic origins, language and ethnicity. In 
short, xenophobia is the fear, hate or even aversion 
to foreigners. Many people think that by hosting 
refugees, they would take their place on jobs, or that 
they would increase violence levels, for example, 
what we know that in general, it is not true. 

So aiming to decrease this refugee issue, 
we should insist on tolerance and acceptance of 
different cultures and ways of living, in addition of 
punishing those who exhibit xenophobic behaviors. 
We should also try to be more emphatic, and put 
ourselves in the shoes of others. Only then will we 
move towards a better world. 
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  The use of nuclear energy is growing fast. In 
2018 more than 25 countries have turned their 
attention to nuclear energy. In fact some of them 
have been working and planning to use it as their 
main source in a few years. Despite what most 
people think, nuclear energy is the best energy 
option in the world at the moment. Some people 
don’t like the idea of using this kind of energy 
considering what happened in Chernobyl and 
Hiroshima, but the truth is that if you use it safely, 
it has the potential to fulfill the energy needs of an 
entire country.

A clear example of this potential is France. 
According to the United Nations, they started a 
project based on nuclear energy in the ‘70s as 
a response to the oil crisis. Nowadays nuclear 
energy represents more than 70% of their domestic 
electricity and according to their average growth, 
this number is expected to increase even more in 
the following decade. They have managed to use 
this kind of energy safely, improving their production 
and helping the environment as a consequence 
of that because it helps to reduce the French 
greenhouse gas emissions, making them one of 
the less carbon emitting countries in the world.

Brazil, on the other hand, has been working 
on nuclear energy as well, but with a late start. 
In 2016, nuclear energy represented less than 
2% of their electric energy. Since then, they have 
been planning to expand this kind of energy with 
the construction of Angra 3 and also funding many 
researches about the topic. However, there are 
many problems in the country stopping the project, 
the biggest of which being corruption scandals. 
This problem was enough to drive investors away, 
suspending the project. Showing a huge difference 
between the projects and plans for nuclear energy 
in those countries.

Nuclear Power, the energy 
of the future

AEPREP 2 L1
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But the question is: Should Brazil invest in 
nuclear energy? We must consider the fact that in 
the last 2 years Brazil has been having problems 
to fulfill their energy needs. Electric energy has not 
been enough. According to Folha de São Paulo, 
Brazil has been working since April 2019 on an 
agreement to buy energy from Paraguay in order of 
not being in an energy shortage.

        Knowing that, it is interesting to discuss 
the possibility of creating a 100% national way of 
generating energy. As said before, there is no doubt 
that nuclear power is the best option for that. So, 
it’s up to Brazil finishing the nuclear power plant 
of Angra 3 as soon as possible. Only then will the 
country be able to reach energy independence.

 Considering the huge amount of researches 
and how some countries like France and Belgium 
are using nuclear energy, it is becoming clear 
that nuclear energy alongside solar energy are 
the best energy sources. Nuclear energy has the 
highest potential available in our generation, so 
we must learn how to use it, investing even more 
on researches to find the best way to balance the 
growing number of nuclear plants around the world 
and the environment.
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 For many years, a lot of people had to live in 
an unequal and discriminating society. So human 
rights are here to try to minimize these historical 
facts that were still rooted in people. Every human 
being should have the right to be considered, 
without any discrimination of race, sex, and religion. 
So those rights were given to make people feel 
included in society.

To understand about Human Rights better, 
it is important to know the context in which this 
constitution was created. In the Second World War 
many people suffered psychological and physical 
abuses because of the types of government that 
were exploding at that time, example Fascism and 
Nazism. So after the war, it was concluded that 
population needed to get back the rights that were 
taken from them. And that is why Human Rights 
were created: to repair the damage of a war.

But over the years, these rights were fitting in 
other questions besides of what happened in the 
Second World War. And even with all good things 
Human Rights brought, there are controversies. 
According to BBC Brazil 66% of Brazilians believe 
that Human Rights defend criminals because 
lawyers, especially in military dictatorship, worked 
using the idea of Human Rights in favor of convicts. 
However, they were not created just to defend 
criminals, but also to defend society members. 
Some people still think that those individuals who 
committed crimes should be treated badly. But, we 
cannot forget that they are human beings and they 
need to be treated with dignity.

Even with all good things Human Rights made 
possible, reality in many countries is tough. In 
Brazil, for example, a lot of people don’t have 
important and essential rights, like clean water, 

Human Rights
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education, security, health. And Human Rights 
guarantee these things. But, the government needs 
to improve public policy to make all of what is 
secured by Human Rights to people work. Without 
the government and Human Rights it is not possible 
to assure people their rights. It is necessary to have 
both work for us.

Another reason that makes part of population 
say negative things is the lack of approach to this 
topic in educational institutions. Schools need to 
talk more about that because it would avoid ignorant 
comments that are made about Human Rights and 
inform people about their own duties. Consequently, 
they will be more critical and political. 
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   One of the biggest problems of humanity, the increase of Earth’s temperature known as “Global 
Warming”, has been sorely discussed currently. Caused by the intensification of the greenhouse effect, 
global warming is an extremely important topic to be discussed, since if it gets uncontrollable it can cause 
the extinction of the human race.

   The greenhouse effect consists on the retention of solar radiation in the atmosphere. Without it, the 
sun rays would be reflected out of the earth, making the earth lose all heat. Without heat, the sources of 
water would freeze and the enzymes would denature, killing all the living things in the planet.

   The problem is that since the industrial revolution, the emission of carbon dioxide, methane and other 
gases from the burning of fossil fuel and forest fires retain the heat in the atmosphere in a huge amount, 
increasing the temperature of the whole planet. But what is the main problem of all of this?

   If the world’s temperature increases, many environmental problems can occur, such as:

• The melting of the polar ice caps, raising sea levels. If this happens, many cities   
       in the world including Recife and Rio de Janeiro will disappear. Furthermore,       
       the biggest reserve of sweet water will be gone.

• Desertification

• Droughts

• Extinction of biomass

• Storms

• Hurricanes

   According to Datafolha, 11% of Brazilians do not believe in Global Warming and that human acts can 
influence it. Therefore, it is really important to act on convincing the population of this serious problem. 

The biggest evidence of this phenomenon is the constant melting of the ice caps in Antarctica. Many 
species of animals have been extinct and the rise of sea levels are already affecting us.

   The solution of this problem needs to come from us, society. Simple actions for us can be extremely 
important for the future generations. Reducing the quantity of garbage, eating less meat, using public 
transportation, saving electric energy and planting trees can save the planet. It just depends on us!

The risks of Global Warming
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